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A Dining Janik knocked down two old 
lean-tos at the rear to build the new 
living/dining zone. His beloved bicycle 
doubles as an eye-catching feature. 
"There isn't much storage space, so 
I had to be a little inventive," he says. 
B Living Janik designed the bookshelf/ 
media unit to be the focal point in the 
room. It was the last item of joinery to be 
installed here and filling it with treasures 
was "an exciting moment". New jarrah 
floorboards were installed to match 
the existing flooring. 
C Facade Taking cues from nearby 
homes, he replaced the fibro cladding 
with composite weatherboard and 
the oversized aluminium windows 
with timber-framed ones featuring 
glazing bars similar to others in the 
area. The paved driveway was replaced 
with washed aggregate. A row of 
ornamental plum trees lines the path 
to the front door. 
D Main bedroom Formerly the living 
room, the large main bedroom comes 
complete with character windows, an 
ensuite and a restored fireplace with 
ethanol burner. 

Below Janik with his trusty beagle, Mister. 
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Janik's tips for renovators 
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+ Unforeseen issues and costs are inevitable. Mentally prepare for them and make

sure there is a contingency fund within the budget to cover surprises.

+ Save money by sourcing recycled materials or reuse materials from your own

project. The bricks for my front wall are leftovers from other people's projects and

all they cost me was a few cartons of beer. The old drivewaypavers were still in good 

condition so I laid them down the side of the house.

+ Spending a little extra on the more prominent elements can make a huge visual

difference, which wi II enhance your overall project and add resale value.

+ Tackling the painting yourself can deUver huge savings. H&G 
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